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20 HURT IN
HOSTEL FIRE

B

Frantic Escapes
by Migrants

More than 20 New Australians were
injured in a fire which swept through a

migrants’  hostel

in  Francis-street,

Brooklyn, at 2.50 a.m. yesterday.

Halt the building,
covering an area of a
guarter of an acre, was
raged in less than 20
minutes.

Walls made of a compressed
cariboard substance and tlim-
ber frames fed the flames,
which at times leapt 100 fewt
hilgh.

Eixiy-six double rooms,
complete with furniture, and

the entire belongings of 104
occupanis. were destroyed.
Only waly standing In the
cotibre of the blazs was cob-
structed of fibro cement,
More then 40 firemen from

Enstern Hill, Foolscray, Yatrra-
ville and MNorth Melbourne, as-
sirted by migrants, fought the
fire for almost half an hour
before bringing 1t under con-
Lral.

Omly a concrete wall, whien
divides the bullding, saved the
whole buildlng I[rom belng en-
1gulfed.

Sleepers Roused

A night watchman patrolling
the oorridors gave the alarm,
After calling the hrigade, he
ran round the building atouss

“Fire"

Men ond women frantically
smashed the windows of their
rooms &nd leapt through to
sifeiy as Hames swepl along
the corridors.

| Many were cut about the
‘lace and arms by jspged cdges
‘of broken glass. Others kicked
thelr way through the fhin
boarding, wnd  brulsed  thelr
feet.

taken to hospital hy  ambu-
{lance. The remalnder received
firey ald ot the camp.

| Dwing to languasge difftcul-
ties, only the surnames oI some

of the injured could be ob-
tod v

ing slepping men, and shouting

Twelve of the injured wers |

af th; injured could he D'D'|
ad.

| The injured taken to thf’!

|Boyal Melbourne and St Vin-

cent's hospltals werei—

Admitted: HKawval, Katubn,
C:trbrﬂnﬁ. Btanisfow, Chovarow-
skl
| Treated: Jenys, Kywaolenko.
(Gutavaskas, Meloraeos, Kowh-
aki, Boleston Mapur (331 and
|M3rum Michalskl (42).

The State Rellel committee
In.ct.ed. ywiftly, Following a re-
]quaﬁt from the Federal Depart-
_|ment. of Labor a complete set

of el.m.hm? apd footwear Wwas
provided for 50 men and 10
women,

Two hundred and forty cccu-
pants of the bullding wers
moved At midday yesterday to
Willlamstown racecourse, wWhers
repaire hoad just been com-
pleted after recent floods.

Dnmaga caused by the flre
will not be accurately known
for days, but 1s expected to be
conziderabole.

Each of the 86 rooms destroy-
ed contiined two single heds,
chest of drawers and wardrobe,
85 well as the personal effects
of the oceupants,

[ Twisted Irames of blcyoles
and beds, charred matiresses
| and clothes, proken wmses and
Hpicture fromes, Iving among
ashes zeveral lneches deep, bord
iwitn-ess to the hovoc.

'Wept Over Loss

| Discotsalate groups of all
nationalities, sllently surveyed
jthe wreckage. For many of
them it was the second time in
the past 10 venre thal they had
lost everything,

As dawn broke they began
their search for-any [tem worth
retrigving. Many openly wept
when they found that not a
ainfle Reepsake remaimed {or

National Library of Australia

whion they [owsd that not a
single keepsake rempmed for
them to salvoge,

Avgust Marshell, 1 Huon=-
garlan, who has been in Aus-
trajia only 13 mvonths, hrolie
down when he discovered
that £129 in notes, which he
had hidden In his bedding,
had been hurned to ashes

The money reprézented his
savings since he arvived from
Europe,

Children Safe

ily ehlldren in the bulld-
lrg when the fire broke out
wore (wo small girls and B
boy, snuggled in by their
mozher for the night

Children wers ool allowed (o
the hbuilding, ste explained,
but she had broken regtlations
ta have her family together
agrin.
| With her blonde halr aery,
and her face still begrimed
with smoke, she deseribed how
she had pushed the children
out of the window to safety.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article206224970



