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SURNING OF THE SHIRE NALL
A Mysterious Occurrence

gome [airy godfather or guardian
| must have visited Sunshine on
fyesday at midnight. A fortuity of
gdreums tunces evidently favored the
initial spark dropped by the roguish

aml our more or leas Mdlnt

ic hall went up in smoke. It
certainly was a useful institution in
the crumbling and decay
- civilisation and the
rise of the numerous barbarian prole-
wrist proclaimed aloud that the

puilding, which had lasted peareely |

re than a decade of years, had

mo
outlived its usefulness, simply on
account of its limited dimensions.

gentence of extinetion had already
been pronounced, and ere long it was
intended to remeve and replace it
with a modern brick structure. How-
ever, the resolve might not have
peen carried out for many a duy had
ot the fire fiend taken = hand in
the proceedings.

As usual, the arrangements for
combatting the flames were reminix-
cent of the Darktown Fire Brigade.
Sunshine appears to be the Cinderella
of the suburbs as far as fire-fighting
equipment is concerned. Apart from
the inadequaey of the brigade equip-
ment, the water supply, both in Sun-
shine and Braybrook, is quite below
requirements in normal times, and at
a peak period like that associated
with a dangerous eonflagration, in
which the existence of the town s
jeopardized, it falls dismally. It is
said that it requirer a bishop to be
killed hefore the authorities can be
moved to remedy any grievance

1 i dbhe malface Ff tha anms.
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inimical to the welfare of ’thu com-
munity. It may therefore be recog-
nised that this happening and the
extensive fire at Braybrook the pre-
vious week may be the means of
drawing the Metropolitan Board of
Works' attention to its contemptuous
neglect of this part of the metropolis
in the matter of provision of water
facilities.

The fire evidently started to make
itself conspicuous shortly after the
last of the guests left the hall, in con-
section with the foothall social. Mr
Cairns who was retiring about this
time noticed when he entered his
sleep-out apartment. which in clovely
udjacent, that a light waa issuing from
the hall, but thought it was somenne
vlearing up after the dance. How-
ever, in a little while he saw the light
increasxing, and rushed out and broke
the fire alarm which was in front of
the Shire Hall. This alarm was re
ceived at Yarraville at 11.59, and an
the hall was cleared about 11.30 the
interval was short,

The brigades represented at the five
were Footscray and Yarraville and
our local reel. There waa the usual
pressure of water at the wpot, but it
was not requisite enough to quell
the flamey, and the firemen directed |
their attention towards stopping the
spread of the flames to the adjoining
buildings, of the Mechanica’ Institute,
and Mr Cairna, both of which were
wooden buildings and only a few feet
from the burning structure. How.
ever, although they were alight seve-
ral times they escaped being hurnt.
While the attention was being directed
W these threatened quarters the
flames crept uuder the eaves of the
mof of the new brick building, and
the fire broke vut afresh in this quar-
::'. IUunlidar.l.lJlt dumage was done

the upper story, especially to the
Returned Soldiers -l‘.lllll'tﬂﬂ-.y where
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d Returned Soldiers quarters, where | .mh to cover damage ; £200 on
the roof was burnt through. How- offiee furniture; £600 on old buikl
ever, the damage way confined to the ing, and the piano and hall furniture
roof principally. | were slso lightly insured.
It is a strange fact that the hall
narrowly enuporhurning on Friday |
night, a fire having broken out in the |
room wet apart for the clerk of petty |
eaxions, ix fire was discovered by
th? caretaker's son, mnd was extin-
Ruished, although considerable dumage
waa done,
The shire council. which contrels |
the hall, meets on Monday. and the
question of re-building will be con.
sidered, and no doubt tenders will be
?:l;&l P‘:In‘lnmndti;buly b::r a new build-
. 2 have n prepared for
. |11:11 100 fuat.ul:;ng b rO foet wide.
was reported in the metropolitan |
lI.",'PEl‘I mﬂi'ﬂ?‘ difficulty was expe. |
enced in finding a fire- opposite
the hall, which was to have
covered over by earth-work in |
;nid-!urming. This fire-plug is not
flown to anyons in the council’s em--
ploy, and at” the spot mentioned the
foad has been cut down instead of
being built up with earth. It should
be the duty of the man in charge of

the local fire station o locate all fire
plugs, and see they are in working
order, Where volunteer brigades
exist the momburs generslly attend to
such details, which are regardel as
important. The newspaper report in
question is inaccurate and misleading.
This matter came before the Fire
Brigade Board on Thursday, when a
member asked if periodical inspections
were made. The chief ofticer aaid the
plugs werr tested periodically, but
this was overlooked  He added that
ision of better facilities ut Bun-
shine would have to be considered by
the board.
The insurance amounted to £3000
on the brick building, mme than
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