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HUSBAND MURDERED IN BLY
WIrE FOUND URUWINEL
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police ny reimtives ang Heghovurs
FERES 01 gomesiic VINmpHiess  cuj-
minated carly on Sunusy RlULBHIE 0
Jie death 03 Alreu suramn U el
0 yw& drover, | heouore (LTeek,
Bl Aldpans, sna e Wiy, e
U el bU Years,

Ine nrsiL news of the Lragedy wus
receiven by Lhe dunsiube B
Leom W Neghour, Mr suies Huwel,
Bi . 4D wan. ol SUBURY e, Ehule
SON MM Luel Bwakenva oy Sy
John U ek, browier o0 wie s
HiE;, wm HEd run ot Budse, s
Yulog sway, Blus, SPRUCieNs Ll
BXCILRIURE, B0y usa Haspod - Ui,
"My Uod, Norms gesu. nes L
BHOL, ' AL Was nu Bty mute Lnen B
BOUF JaLer Lokl & CuBsieie  wWetiveu
Lrom dunshine oo il tHeyele.
tound Wsely s buay a}mxx iBee up-
POEMOSL 00 e BUG B WY roal
LU Wikh g DULEL Woung i e
WwHipie, e @1l cheek wid the 1L
4 Sue 01 the UIOBL. e Rag
reu BUme noues am*imm

BUhiey Juhn Wanels, wno  had
Lhen staying BU Lthe Douse 1or Goou
& monin, cuuld Lhrow dalie Tiga, un
the wagedy. peceased ang By wilw
hug suenued B wucnre  puity  unu
gmhce BU BT. AlDNE BBL 0N oML~
day nwgny and Wwere HOL Roine when
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ALaniey U&ﬁlil WenL 10 Ded #uvdl

L p:m. wanley Uhwenl  miep
Wrougauul the nignl, swoke be-
wween b and (a0, mdked the cow,
Blid, returmung (0 the house, saw
LhEL the lront gdoor wis open. un
the veraduh he juund a seven cham-
bered .ze caiibre  revoiver  wanlen
vontained three spent shels,
Norman U senn wino was g drover,
WaS due to leave home 8t 4 am, on

Bundey to take a Hock of sheep tor

Mr ‘Inomas, wholcsaie buteher, ul

x&%&h&ﬂ&, & tne Fleaungoon  aouy-
LOMER . kil vains
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Wong SICNUNGLON BDEL
RS, ;mmms WHEL  woammn o nad.
oYersiepl, Suwuey Went o wie
BEUTOUI, calied UlE  Clavenl  you
BRY sheed Lo ke bs  mworning !
B BlGUs s LIuLler gn;gimgf, He
feil Wiet tne wuuy wis, a8 e ye-
xsx,mmm Wy Tnai-cuig, e wan up
the bunu, HOLICRU LDE DUHEL Wudhius
Wi Pegiised Los. D ummar Wl
Ueld. He URMCEIBWY TR beross ihe
HPOUUOUK WO M HiUssunsd bome o iy
Riuve wne s,

Senior  Uetective Sickerdick  and
Leieetive Eergusun  arrived  irom
Kudsel Street and began to  paece
LUgELNET bar Bnd MIs U velli's moves
ey, s&mummg Lo Neghlore nere
HuG DEest Ireguent uaricis peaween
IS CUlpe uLding Pedeny yesrs, buy
iRy huu veen on good lefios dure
g the Jest tew weess, Un Suturdsy
BignL Uil arove jus wile ino wner
tul LD g euchite PRILY anu dence 6L
the St. Ajvans hail. O #Eui ety the
dunce escly, sud wiln 8 neignbor,
Reginmio  (Uharles) Deed ang  two
other men, drove I Deed's car 1o
Hie dug ruces 81 White Uity. U Neul
returned to the dance msbout 1140
pP.m. and became mvolved in an
ahgry scene with ha wite outsiue
the nall, in the course of which she
tnrew her hancd bag in his 1sce, lhe
coupie tett the hail shortly before
miomight, and on thewr way home
stopped at Deed's house. 'Lhere the
‘quarrel was resumed. Mrs Deed got
Mrs ('Neill into a bedroom whue
the men iolk attempied to paaty
UNewi, who was ﬁnﬁiiy persunded
to have a cup of tes. U'Neidl, how-
eger, muintained the utmost "hostii-

ity towaerds b wite, and mpetmi

statements made to her previousiy
that he had finished with her and
would not allow her to sleep agsin
under his roof. O'Neill left for
home about 12.156 s.m. and & quar-

ter of sn hour later Charles Ueed

got out his car asnd drove Mrs
O'Neill, who appeared se overcome

that sh;% could not walk, to her
home, Mrs O’'Neill @nt&m& the
house but wuas ordered out b h@?

hushand and ran out the back dm&r,
Charies Deed intercepted her hus

band, who was following her, paci-
o hink and nerstuaded him to 2o
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fied him and persuaded him to go
to Yed. Mrs O'Neill dissppeared
into the dark ness. . :
The O'Neill Tamily lived in the 5t,
Albans district for half s century.
Mrs O'Neill, whose maiden name
‘was Rose Cheel, had been employed
BS B cook on the estate of Mr Tay-
lor, “Overnewton,” Keilor. After a
courtship of fourteen years the

couple were married ten years ago.
They kept & dairy at St. Albans
but sold out five years sgo and pur-
thased the property in Theodore
Street, v ere 1ae tregedy ocew ved.
There wii no ‘amily. Quurrels de-
veloped Jer }r O'Neill’'s visit o
an hote] 1 Kei'or.

He obtain.d emiloyment as & drover
from Mr Thor as, and alss dic «
considersile ar ount of horee ol

ing. The police have been informed
that he had in his possession for
Sume years & seven-chambered .22
cklibire revolver, Bubssquent to one
of the family Qﬁmmis Mrs O'Neill
visited her neighbor, Mrs Hutson,
showed her the revolver and said she
wias terrified by her husband's pos.
session of the wespon, Some months
ego the revolver disappeared, and
it was supposed that Mrs O'Neill
had hidden it. After Sunday morn-
ing's tragedy neighbors toid the de-
tectives that Mrs O'Neill had re-
peatedly threatened tn drown her-
=If in the council dam elose to the
house, The condition of O'Neill's
bedy would suggest that desth took
place about 3 a.m. O'Neill had
thanged into his working clothes,
and had apparentiy lain down to get
# few hours' slesp hefore leaving to
pick up his sheep st 4 8.m. Some-
one had entered the house and shot
him in hiz sleep. Death was apar-
ently instantaneous, for deceased's
head was resting in the palm of his
vight ha¥ and there were no signs
of a struggle.

&iﬂmb&m (}i thﬁ E?ﬁv@ﬁ f%“ﬁ!g "Sﬁ“
ser kb Mrs  O'Neill's condition at
midnight on Seturday as pitiable.
She wos tremendously excited and
overwrought and had  apparently
National Library of Australia

overwrought and b ii apparently
mm‘;tﬁﬂ:eijg lost eontrol of herself.
~ About 7 p.m. on Sunday the
body of Mrs G'Neill wus recovered
al the deep end of the council dam,
in _ahout 7 fect of water, It was
without hat or shoes, and a rounil
plere of iron, about sn inch thick,
ware tied round the neck, The task
of the police was rendered difficult
by the fact that the bottom of the
dam is foul with boxthorn cuttings
and there is also seversl feet of
soft mud. After unsuccessful efforts

to deag th: dam with & rops gd
pratned a hosl wee  bronght  froe
the police depot, At the same time
a squad of police recruits was taken

from the depot to St. Albans, und

tormed @ cordsy vownl the dam lo
keep off a2 croxd of morbid sight-
seers.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74757290



ST. ALBANS TRAGED
INQUEST PROCEED

DINGS
A hin tgg of domestic unkappiness
was related to the Coromer (Mr
Grant, P.M.} when he inguired on
Tuesday into the tragedy at St. Al
bans on March 10, _
He found that Alfred Norman
O’Neil, 48, drover, of Theodore
Btreet, was murdered by his wife,
Rosine Violet O’'Neil, ‘who then
drowned herself : L
Ml" Jn v' ﬁﬁw; iﬁ&mﬁf@d bx
Meusrs Leach and Thompeon, ap-
peared for the relatives of Alfred
O'Neil; Mr R. V. Monahan, in-
Structed by Mr J. Barnett, for the
relatives of Rosina O'Neil; and
Senior Detective . W, Bickerdick
Hfor the police, .

Incidents of the couple’s unhappi- |
tanley Jgfn

ness were given hy
O'Neil, laborer, brother of the desd
man, who lived in the house,
&im-i-&ﬁ midnight on March 9 he,
heard voices in their bedroom, mnd
be saw with his brother a  man
named Deed.

“My brother said, ‘I have had an
argument with Rose and she gave
me & black eye, BShe threw some-
thing at me and I kicked her out,' "
said O'Neil, =
. To this O'Neil replied: “Where is
she? You can't do tgiingn like that,”
#nd his brother said: *I own the
‘house and I won't let her dictate
to ma.” i . |

. His brother appeared to be under
the influence of liquor.

. HEARD THE SHOTS

“During the early hours of the
next morning, 1 was awaken by the
dog barking, and I heard a number
of sharp reports,” said O'Neil. “
took no notice of them, thinking
they were caused by a motor car
b\‘&‘k“ﬁi‘i ' nl! :

When he rose at ghout 7 a.m.
and walked to the front verandah
he saw a londed revolver on a seat,

. He saw his brother on the bed and
thought he waus asleep; but when he
spoke and received no reply he saw
the man was dead, and had bullet
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{ women” said O'Neil.

{ cranky. She would get angry
{ excited, go to her room, elos
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the man was dead, snd had bullet
marks on the left side of his head.
“I have heard Norman's wife sc-
cuse him of poing out with other
‘ { ‘He would
laugh it off and tell her she w:g
: and

door and remain there,”
 “On March 8 I heard an argument
hetween them. It was over & horse
Norman had lent to & man st Kei-
lor,” O'Neil continued. “Mrs O’Neil
said to Norman ‘Where are the
horses?" He said * hired them to the
girl Brown and the boy Beck.’ She
=gid ‘You liar! You are taking
them over to the woman in the

pub. .
_ NOT VIOLENT -
Hia brother was not a violent tem-
pered man and did not resent the
intinuations made by his wife re-
garding other women. He did not

see anything in his brother's conduct

to jusktify the belief he would use
& revolver on amyone. - 1
“That was hysterls on his wife's
part,” said O'Neil, : v
, Eéﬁmﬁlﬁ_ Charles Desd, farmer, of

St. Albans, was asked by M

('Neil to drive her to her home on
March 9. : _ ‘
“When we entered the house Nor-
man O'Neil came out and said to his
wife “You will have to pet out, You
can’t stop here,’” said Deed “Mry
O'Neil was crying and walked to-
wards the back door.”
Deed told Mr Monahan that when
he drove Mrs O'Neil to her home
she was very excited and wished to
apologise to her husband.
_ POLICE EVIDENCE
 Detective W. R, Ferguson told of
dragging & waterhole near the de-

ceased’s home, where police found
the body of Hosina O'Noil. Tied to

her neck was a rope attached to a
heavy pump. There were no signs
ofviotenee:. =~
He semrched the house and found
8 number of notebooks and papers
in the handwriting of Roaina
O'Neil. These showed s long his-
tory of domestic unhappiness,
Detoctive H, Peorking, of the Fin-

ewavne Dhaind  IWeauah  ealdd ke Bamaw
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etective H. Ferking, or the run-
ger Print Branch, said the fnger
print on the plstol grip was identical
with the right index finger of Ros-
ina O'Neil, and the print on the bar-
ey John O'Neil's left ring finger.

The officlal police photographer,
Detective F. Hobley, said the prints
of Stanley John D'Nell were under-
neath the barrvel, and certainly not
in a shooting position,

Dr Crawford Mollison, Gevern-
ment pathol said Rosina O'Neil
died from rowning, and Allrec
Norman O'Neil from & bullet wound

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74757719



