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EXPLOSIVES HUT
FIRE

Man D_it's. Four Hurt

Beverply burnien wi the fre yeslorday af
the Maribyrnomg explosives faetor) Riws-
wan F. Jensen, 23, of Cilenyille =1 Fonile-
cray, died Ister in the casualty ward of
the Royal Melbourne Hospilad

Thw condition of four olher men injured
whs reported lasy niglhit Lo be sutisfactory
put none of them was well enough 1o
mterviewsd by lnvesiigators

H C. H;r-fp. 3, of CHenlerrie vd | Mnl
vern, and J Ward, 16 of Auburn rd.
Armadaie, are in Royal Melboyrme How-
pital, while H Hansford, 17, of Rakelgli
rd.. Marlbyrmong, and C. Lewis, 24 of the
Men's Quarters, Exploaives Factory, Marl-
pyronong, are &l the Hﬂ'ri.ﬂnrpjul.

The men were making flares with mag-
peslum, when suddenly the highly tnflam.
mable material lgnieed  The door of Lhe
hiul nad been defl open because of the hot
nlght, and this fart alone enabled thr
men (o escape from the inferno of Anring

L. Before escaping they had

ered severs burns, They ran o @

guardhouss 500 yards away and there re-

peived medical attention until the amibu-
lance arrived.

The pection of the fectory in which the
fire occurred has been closed o workers
pending the completion of the official 1n-
guiry the Operational Safely Com-
mittee, Detectives and Commonwealth
police are Investgating, bul so far oo
cxplanuiion of the cause of the fire has
|been given.

Mo explosion was heard. and the intetior
of the hut in which the men were working
| WEn not damaged, except by slight scoreh-
ing. Mo evidence of sabotage has Deen
found, and pollce discredit any su fon
that the fire was other than an accident.

The hut was surrounded by an earthen
mound to prevent a fire apreading to other
huta, snd only & few pounds of the ex-
plosive used was kept in the room.

There war no clectrical mu.l:]:.llﬂﬂ-h:
the hut to give & spark. the lighting in-
slallstion was intact, and il materials
u-dnul.:_ilt.l. nol have been lgnited by concuas-
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