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Family’s Lucky Escape

—

i Shop and Dwelling Destreyed by Fire |

T —

A fire, with very nearly fatal conse.
quences, occurred at the shop and
dwelling occupicd by Mr, M. M. Peel,
of Morris strect, Sunshine, in the early
hours of Saturday mrening Inst.  Mr.
Peel, who carrien on the business of

fruiterer and greengrocer in the pre- |

mises mentioned, had risen at 2 a.m,
and was preparing lo leave for the
market when the fire started. It ap-
poars that Mrs. Peel, who is a suf-
ferer from Ericcht's disease and sub-
ject to kidney fits, kad been atteading
te an invalid daughter all the pro-
vious evening, The girl, who is age!
16, and tuffering frumm a curvature
of the spine, and had only come from
tha Mclbourne Hoapiial en the Friday
ofter an operation from dppendicitis,
made some request to her mother,
The mother hastened to minister to the
dauphter’s wants, snd was in the act
of moving from one roon to the other
with a lighted candle in her hanl,
when she became overcome with a fit
and collapaed, the candle meanwhile
coming into contact with some waril-
robe curtains, with the resuil that
they were svon sblaze. Mr, Peel was
about to go away in his motor wvar,
when he heard his wife fall and saw
the sudden glare of light., He rusked
in and carried his unconaclous wife
out. By this tiree the houze was well
ablaze, and the dangoe to the two
children was very great, especially as
ithe elder one’s leg was in irons and
unable to move. Mr. Peel managel
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' sith assistence of mnother man, to 3

bring tis youngest daughter, aged 14 The h_l‘IL'MTES in attendance wers

years, out through the back door, The under District Officer Cross,

task of rescuing the invalid daughter |

was o serlous one, and Mr. Peel plue

rrecngrocery,

Lily entered the burning building, and I
picking the girl up cndeavoured ‘a |
force his way through the back. This |
avenue ol cscape wad, however, eul |
off, and ke made laute to pet cut |
through the shop door. The door was
locked ed the key mispiaced. This
neeessilated him placine his daurhter |,
on the floor and sma:Ling the door in, |
By thiz tiime the fire had pot 2 stren s
hold, and it was found impoozible to
rave ary of the articies of Turniture |
ir the house,

Mrn, Peel vens still vaeonseious, and |
conveyed {o Lhe home of Dr, Tonkin,
when she revived after an hour's
Licit:ient. The con*enta of the horan
were insured Jor £200, whilat the build,
e won ovened by Me J. W, MeGratn,

The uvnlertunete aspeet of the ense
i# that the daughter vwiil have 1o aenig
eater the hesnita!, aq in the hasts t
leave the huiving builaing the woun:
caused by 180 aperztion Tor arpendi-
citis reopencid, wnd necessitates fur-
Lthe: treatmenn,

Mr, Pecl, wiho is a relurned snl-
dice, lost o'l his var records, inelud-
ing the Gallipoli star, Vietory medal,
Pritish Swivice medal, _and his dis-
tharpe papers, The mmount of insu-
rance doea not nearly cover the extent
of the damage done. The doctor hav
ordercd the eldesl daughter away to
n warmer climate for four months, hut
this, following the great blow the
family has received, looks at present
imposaible. Mr, Peel is endeavouring
to earry on his round of fruit and
precngrocery.
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