TWO MEN KILLED
IN EXPLOSION
AT DEER PARK

e,

A terrific explosion,  which  oe-
curred among a large guantity  of
high explogives at the ammunition
works of Nobel (Australasia) Py,
Ltd., Deer Park, shortly before 2
p.m. on Wednesday blew up a shed
in which two men had been working
mixing ingredients for the manufac-
ture of “Sam=onite,” a powerful ex-
plosive now generally used 1y min-
ing.

The bodies of the two workmen
were chockingly mutilated. The de-
tonation when the 1600 Ib. of Sam-
sonite exploded was =0 severe that
it wis heard  many  miles  away.
Every building nt the plant was
shaken, windows were shattered and
other huts in the vieinity of the
mixing room, which was completely
demolizshed by the blast, were badly
damaged .

Most of the young women, who
are employed at the works operating
machines in the manufacture of car-
tridges, were thrown inte a  panic
when the roar of the explosion re-
verberated throughout the plant,
Many fainted at the work benches
und others rushed across the pad-
tlocks, ag it was fearvd that the de-
tonation would cause ammunition
stacked in the surrounding huts to
explode .

The victims were:

JAMES ROBINSON, 64 years, mar-

ried, of Norfolk Street, Maid-
slone.
HENRY POWELL, 33 years, mar-

ried, Forrest Street, Sunshine.
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ried, Iorrest Street, sSunsnine.

Powell leaver a widow and five
young children, Robinson, who has
a grown-up family, was to have re-
tired from the service of the com-
pany in three weeks' time, Both
men had been employed by the com-
pany for many years and were ex-
tremely popular with their fellow
employees,

The explozion was plainly heard
at Sunshine, and in the vicinity of
Albion housewives were temporarily
nlarmed and rushed into the streets,
With all the quarries in the district
many people in the vicinity of the
Sunshine  station  and further
away thought at the time that some-
thing extra special i the way of
blasting was going on, others think-
ing the explosion was caused by
sewerage construction contractors.

A number of wives of employees
first heard the news in the city and
were greatly agitated by the fact
that early editions of the evening
papers did not conlain the names of
the victims. In Sunshine, too, many
relatives of workers [rantically en-
deavored to obtain full details, and
many rumors were current until ar-
rivals from Deer Park, who were
dismissed for the rest of the day,
brought correct stories of the oc-
currence.
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