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£1000 Fire at St. Albans

- *

Building, Contents Totally Destroyed

Two Fire Brigades But No Water

OUn Wednesday might the home ol
Mr worden Cualaer, a4l ol.  Aibans,
Logelier with all ils collells, Wis
lotaily destroyed by lie. 1he cause
Gl e vulbredk 15 unkKnowi,

The budding was a  siX rovmed
dwel g, situated W Boundary owd
waboul a yuarter vl g iy Irews Lbe
stalion.,

It uppears that bMr Calder wus
writing, woen s sisler-in-law, whe
had retired W bed, thought  she
heard something in one ol Lne rovis
and got up Lo InvesLiguale, shy
lounu Lthe back portivn ol the house
we.l alignt,

lhe viaze was immediately at-
tiacked, but 1L was soun lound thal
Line Lask was an umpoussible one. Anp
eflort was Lthen made W save sole
ol ihe contents, bul su quickly did
Lhe Hames spread that the only
articies secured vetore  the tHames
prevented iurtoner  work  were a
wardrobe, g couple vl piclures and
i guantivy ol beduding.




Some dea ol Mr Calder's luoss can
be gained trom the lact  Lhat  in-
cluded in the many valuable fur-
IMisNINGs and conveniences were an
eleclrie relrigeralor aud a stove. AL
15 esltimatled Lthe toual luss would be
wbout 1000,

Prompt arrival ol detachments
from the Sunshipne aund P ootscray
re stalions gave suvme cause  Lor
hope . House lnes werg run oul and
connecied witn the pumps lrom Ltwo
lnearby dams, bul unlorvunately the

piwrrsd vl e oteowr wwressi Db ael Fhue nimsl
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HEUrDy usaims, DUL UHNLUrbul@acely b
protracted dry wealher ol Lhe pasi
weeks had accounted Lur most ol
the storage supply and viny aboul
twu hunured guiovns were able Lo be
pumped and poured un the Humes,
muking hardly any unpressiop what-
ever, Il he nremen, although tuliy
equipped with ail  the lavest e
hgoung apphances, could do nothing
wilhiout the all-unportant waler, and
could vnly stand by and waich the
house Leing eaten up by Lhe Humes.
Hout weather conditions assisted 1n
the intensity ol Lhe contlagration,

The dweiling and contenis are
party covered by insurance,

This serious happening seems Lo
putl the cap on the continued and
ceaseless entorts by the people at St.
Albans to obtain a waler supply.
The urgency of iL8 need for domestic
purposes was emphasised n  these
columns only last weck, and now
that destruction of property is a fac-
tor also the people of St. Albans
should make Lhe departmental ma-
chinery run hot in pressing for
water. lor weeks past a consider-
able number of householders have
been o¢bliged to cart water from
Deer Park. AL a township only 11

T— e == RS e ————

lies Lrom Mie vty Uns s wo bad.

Sunsiile pubiie nien could do o
L hedping oL Albuns W get
wauler.  Lils wauas denwnstrated a
mulkh o 50 age, when Messes A
Luwe and J. Wildan and Gommis-




siuner K, U, Lreooar, & nowly elected
ciber wulk e waler Lodst, who 15
an 'vudlsider, alitedded w M'rogress
Assvcialiva mecuny and did thewr
Lual Lo vl e rudicd walers made
by Lwo seclivus vl Lk culniuapily
Wihio bull Lk Uiy are dulig Lthewr
Lusl. Une secllul Liinks Ltbhe otber
I Ailcrlering, wid Lhe ulber thinks
L st is dadistory e ibs methods.
Futlunabely the daillervnees wrg en-
Lirely—ur  alineat  cobircy—publie,
50 Loal Lhe lusk ol placauing the
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50 Lnal Lhe lusk ol placaung the
“walrihg Lribes T would nol involve
Oulsiders i persellal dispules. Une
Ll s certain:  Whille  lhese Lwo
luclivns continue Lhe powers Lhal be
will 51t buck 1 deparimental state
and lwugh and do nodung lur them.

And i addition Lo uniung the St.
Albuns camp o “buying-n of the
Sunsale peuple wil belp W con-
vitnee Lhose w churge ol waler sup-
ply that the need 8 genuine and
Hol @ guestive Lo be bled Lur luture
relvrence,

(dv Lbe Bditur,)

Sir,—Eleven  mides  rom Mel-
bourne, three mies lrowm a waler
i, there 15 @ su-tdilvw suburb—
=L Albate.. buir aver 224 yuars (Lo
iy knowlvdge) the people lave been
agitating lor waler. ls waler & ne-
cebsily or a luxury? One would al-
muse think the latber.

Un Weudnesday nigint & modern
home, beautuuiay furnisoced and
wiin all the convenences ithat are
pussible n such an  “‘vutback”
Place, were destroyed by hre.

Furemen risked whcw hives 1o a
vain endeaver Lo suve u house
wiuch lad becolie o faging inlerno,
the unly water Lo ald  Lthewm being
Lrom w peighbur's waler tunk, Re-
sUll: lolul luss L Lhe uvwner, saond
the naghuor s lelt withoul sullica-
el water w o carry on her normal
duties. Lveu ber dumw was pumped
dry .

Is the conscience ol the councld—
which has supposed Lo be rying Lo



get water lor all  Lhese yeurs—
pricking? The personnel of this
council prides isell on the length of
ks sujourn wl Lhe  councid  table.
What 1s the result!—Yours, ete.,

WHO'S THE NEXT VICTIM?
St. Albans, 28/2/46.

NEWMARKET SELECTIONS ON
PAGE EIGHT
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