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Relief For Nich
Famil "
ity
PUBLIC APPEAL To Bg
AT MEETING NEXT MONDAy
The president of the
Braybrook (Cr. A. Lowe) pha, calleg

a public meeting for MUI‘I’J&.I nigh
next to organise an appeal fop s

Shire of

relief of the Nicholls famijy wh:h'
home in Duke Street, Hra:}rhr“:
was - estroyed by fir. o Saturdy
last and the infant son of the uﬂ!
pants burnt to death. A reside;
are invited and urged to iy, their

support to this deserving g,

A fund to aid the unfortunate
{fwmily has be.n openec(, and d-pg.
tiuns may be ieflt .t the Towp da
or The Advocate office, whep u,ﬂ;
will be acknowledged.

Cr. A. G. Pennell brought the mat.
ter before the meeting. e gig the
family were in necessitous circun.
stances. The people at Braybryo
had expressed a desire to orgapi.
a relief fund, and he t.hnughl it wis
a matter in which the counci] could
give 1 lepu.

Cr. Dempster said it was g most
urfortunace ocearrence. The owner
of the house, Mr J. Middleton, had
been unemployed '¢r the Ereat r
pait of the depression years and had
resolutely refused to go on the sus
tenance. For a long time, alsw, the
Fouse was tenanted by people who
hardly paid a penny ren', and M.
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nardaly pailg a penny ren', and M.
Nicholls was the first one who had
paid.

NEIGHBOR'S BRAVERY
RECOGNISED

Special reference was made to the
bravery of Mr James Rockett, who
had entered the burning house at
the risk of his own life in order to
rescue Mrs Nicholls,. The councl
decided to send a letter of apprecis-
tion to Mr Rockett for his brave
act.

When the fire occurred Mrs Nich-
olls was away from the house, A
passer-by had told her that another
son, aged nine years, was fizhing in
the Maribyrnong River and was in
danger of being drowned. When she
returned to the house it was in
flames.

Three times Mrs Nicholls endes-
vored to emnter the burning huilding
to rescue her baby, but cach time
was driven back by smoke and
flames. In her third attempt she
collapsed and would have been suf-
focated had it not been for Mr James
Rockett who at great risk managed
to get her to safety. ‘Iwo other
small children were alto in greal
danger, as they had been left at the
house during Mrs Nicholls' tempor
ary absence.

Sunshine fire brigade responded
quickly to the alarm, hut the house
was almost completely destroyed
when they arrived. Mr I'roude, thl
station keeper, said later that a buil-
ding of that description would not
last five minutes in a fire. The
water supply was too far away W

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article75195551
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water supply was too far away W
enable any effort being made o
quell the flames.

The child's body was fnum.i in @
corner of what had been the kitchen.
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