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CARD-PLAYERS' ESCAPE.
T the thind of lie shattere] caviuiges on
the Ballurat (rain were nne people, foue of
whoin were playing cards.  Juet es the (rain
kad dmwn ont of the station  they had
settied down (o & freah deal. A{ thix june

tare the colfivion occurved.

The ;!k;!st werr Mr. Abrabam Davies,
booksuker, of 21 Woodhead-sireet, Norih
Hitzroy; Mr, Arthor Heatbheots, of 8 At
kinsom-ateset, tullor's traveller, Clifton Hi:
Me, Joseph Drinan. bookmaker, of 1M

M Kean-atreet, !ﬁ.‘t;:t':ia l«‘imw;x and g; w,
Bediern, jockey, of Ghmhantly, The im-'
m shrew the whole party in cosfusion, |
plight of those in the hod]

porllons, {nassrach sa the we wie Wag

£

t:aim hm othors, Tiw m mxﬁﬁhu*
ernshed down on Mr, Hestheote's back. He
xu a: powerfally bnils man, and by exeriiog

| his power be managed, by a mighty
e&m, to heave it up and fre The
m«mmﬁmtm’uﬂmn&t
doors, and tried to forer them opem, but
they seemed hopelemly jntned. The car-
riege was {ull of broken glase, on which the
struggling men gashed and cut their hands
in the cfiort to free themeelver and their
companions.

Md&fafy the sltuation becume appalling.
The carrisges sbove and helow that 18
which the eard-players hud feen wemied
caught fire, aod soon the famen were lick-
ing thruygh the floor of their prison.  He
doubling their «fforis, they mamped lo
burst upen the doors by sheer strength, and
free thenelves. Two ol them dmpped
safely on o the track, nnd they were
shortly followrd by the sther two, who
foreedd thewr way through the other door,
and reached the platform §

“We conkdn’t sny what iﬁ*g-sm of the !
other five people in the carrings,” said one i
;m‘ the geotlemen, sren o fow minutes nﬂ#‘z
his escnpe. 1t was pitch dark] and no one
knew what wus happening™

The hands of the four candplayers were
eyt and blesding, ther fures were stream |
fng with sweal, und their tlothes wepe torn
by eplintered wood and hroken glans, shat-
tered pieces of which they picked from thewr
prockets after they had made their meane
from what was s nearly o deathetrap,
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