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NITRO-GLYCERINE EXPLOSION.

. An explosion which took i\(hu at Mann's
| Patent Lithofractenr Works, Kororoit Creek,

on Wedneaday, has terminated fatally in the
| case of the man Hodsman, who died on Thurs-
| day mommginthaliul:bourm H{DI- tal. Tﬁ
manager proprietor of the wor
Frederick Hmp::.dmt- that nhnnlj; after
noon deceased with three other han

’I‘hmgh this neglect, o small portion or thin
of ni.tm-ghrunnu pu thmht,
mu.lt ve tlc:’hed tn
After the Iitl-l'l‘l‘.‘lnﬂ hl:l hummphtad. the
three men left decensed and went to another
part of the works,. Hodsman then
wllhuwmdnnmdhtmunduwu:mmtha
tank into p Ihl.pu. After three blows
had been ltrltl:i amall portion or coating
of nitro-glycerine ldt on the tank must have
been struck, thus causing a slight uplumam
which had the effect ui‘ m some other
combustibles near at hHE injuring de-
censed most severely in the lower portion of
the stomach. The effect of the explosion
Iu plainly felt in an adjoining portion of the
and some débris struck the young
mhh in.mumnglmnuwhmhn
t han
m.ln inquest was held by Mr. Candler at the
Melbourne Hospital yesterday on the body of
James Hodsman, aged 50 years, who died |
there on the 2nd inst. from the efecta of in-
juries roceived by an explosion of nitro-
glycerine, at the Auntn!mn Lithofmacteur

orkm:{:mmt cppy a labourer em Inﬂd nt
the Lithafmhmrrm*wh. said InP
working in the place wi

The

Mdmudmrx‘hudh; over lhldﬂ
he struck the comer of the tank an

took place. Witness was then hﬂm

16ft. off, and escaped nnm.iuml. The de~
ceased was struck by a portion of the tank,
and n man alongside witness was nlu-umuck
hu; wn.: il;:rl- injurl'ed nwuknh:;

TiLn ann, the wor m of the
workas, dapm-ed that the deceased had been
mylnrrd far ahout two years at the works as
a carpenter. On the 18t inst. witness directed
him to place a leaden tank in_position, and
saw that he did so. The tank was used in
the separation of the nitro-glycerine from the
acid used in the manufscture, and it required
to be plunr] in polit.i-nn for future use, The
deceansd h E rformed this piece of work
aeveral tlmen fore, and he had made the
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miml”timuﬁ M’i‘? and he had made thi;
mae &0 Was no chﬂm'
handling the tank. The decessed had been
the manufacture of ni verine,
knew the dangers connected with it. There
were special rules with reference to stri
things which contained or had con

have been by pressure and not by concussion.
The rules were written out, and the deceased
wis acquiinted with them. He was s sober
man, and intelligent. All the hands em-
ploded on the works were shown the rules,
and hud them explained. After the accident
thﬁﬂmmndm to witness that he wondered
he had been so foolish as to strike the tank.

Willism James Bunting, another labourer
empl at the works, said he saw the de-
prmperiariogs faecder gl i ol
ew minutes g @ on,
He went forward and found t.h:ﬁeaua:l

ng at the tank with his leg shattered.

wia then tmlih pengible, and said,
“ Why was | so foolish aa to strike it?” Hea
was conveyed to the hospital,

Joseph Wm., Hodsman, son of the decensed,
gave evidence as to having heard his father
aay after the accident that no one was toblame
hu; hjm";x" 3 o

ngus Munro, resident surgeon of the
hospital, said the deceased man was admitted
at a quarter to 1 p.m., suffering from a
lucerated wound on the anterior aspect
of left knee nt, with fracture of
the bones, and an extensive lacera-
tion of slii the structures entering into
the composition of the joint. There Wi
also a lacerated wound in the ﬁsht groin,
about three inches in length, and the left
thumb and palm were crushed. He waa
then conscious, but suffering from ex-
treme  collapse. A  consultation of the
honorary statf was held at half-past 2 pm.,
when it was decided, owing to the man's
excessively low condition, that ﬁ operative
mensures were unadvisable, & patient
radually sank, and he died at 1 am, on the
ollowing morning. The cause of death was
the injuries descnbed. ‘The deceased said he
had been necidentally blown up by an explo-
givn of nitro-glycerine,

The jury found that the deceased died
from the effecta of an explosion of nitro-
glycerine, and they were of the opinion that
the explosion ocourred accidentally, through
an act of the deceased himself.
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