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Pool Tragedy Inquest
-~

The inquiry into the Sunshine
Swimming Pool tragedy was held at
the City Morgue on Wednesday last,
when the hullding was packed. The
hodies of twe c¢hildren Harold
George Russell (3 vears) and Erie
Russell (18 months) were found
on Sunday, June 12ith, and that of
thelr mother, Jessje Letitia Rus-
sell (27), was recovered at the pool
on the following Tuesday. On
June 24th, the husband of the
woman, Harold James Russell (28),
mechanic, of Alma street, Mald-
stone, was charged with the murder
of the three victims,

Sub-Inspector F. Deeley and De-
tective . W. Sickerdick conducted
the case for the Coroner (Mr. D.
Grant, .M,y and Mr. R. H. Dunn
appearcd {or Russell, who was pre-
sent in court  seated behind  his
counsel,

Dr. W. SBmith gave evidence that
there were no marks of violence on
the hoadies,

Henry Thomas Trueman (13), of
Kamaroovka street, Sunshine, gave
evidence as to finding the chlldren
floating in the pool,

Constahble Jerrett related the in-
clidents econnerted with the recovery
of the hodies and of the subsequent
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dragging operations which resuiteq
in the body of the woman and p,
pram being recovered. He tolq o |
interview with Russell and B0g- &
gested that the children might 1, X,
his.  Accused sald "My — kig:» #
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his. Accused sald “My — ki |
and started to smoke,

Mountsd Constable Boulton :3q
that the woman's body was recovoer.
ed in 15 feet of water. Russell hag |
denled having been in Bunsiine
with his wife on the Satxzrday”“
evening. Later Russell said he hadq
married another woman and ip.
tended to make his wife life wiiy
them as his married sister. “She is
silly enough for anything,” he salil,
Afterwards Russell admitted being |
on the Ballarat road the evening
in question at 8 pm. looking (.r
his wife. Russell had said to him,
when they were in the SBunshine -
Police Station alone Do you think
1 will get my neck stretched {op
this?"  Boulton said “You really
did push them in?” Russell replied
“No, but 1 will get the blame f{ir
it

John Heffer, of Dallarat renl,
Sunshine, father of Mra, Hus o],
gafd he was not on the bhest terps
with aceused, His doughter 1Ll
never made any suggestion of heing
tired of iife,

Mra. Heffer sald she last saw her
daughter on the Tuesday previon:
to the tragedy, She was qniin»
normal. She had assisted |lier *
daughter with food and clothinr~
When she had asked her daughter
what had happened to her good
wedding ring  she had replied
"Harry took it to gel a smaller one
for me.” She had remarked “He
would do well out of that for this
is only a brummy one,"” Her
daughter had not made arrange-
ments o go to her place on the
Raturday.
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Saturday.

Robert Keith MceDonld, choewn-
ist, Sunshine, sald Russell had triel
to bhuy poison at his shop on the
Friday, but after signiug the poisan
book, did not have enough moncy
for to make the purchase.

Austin Allan, moulder, Sunshin~,
gave evidence that he met a_asan
on Ballarat road on the Batn. ﬁ‘
evening, who had asked if he hul
geen @ woman pushing a pram.

Martin Lynch, garage keepir.
sald accused was at his place on
the evening of the 11th June and
snid he had promised to meet his
wife on the road.

John Richards, dairyman, of
Couch street, Sunshine. said that
accused stopped him on Dallarat
road about 7.15 on Saturday, 11th
June, and asked if he had seen =a
woman with a pram.

Noel Skene, Gladys Craddock nand
Charles Atwell, bus driver. gave J
evidence that accused stopped thoe
motor bus at Lynch’s corner, ask-
ing about a woman with pram.

Pavid Adam DBuchanan razilway
porter at Albjon gave evidence of
a man dressed in a grey coat anking
about a woman with a pram ot
7.15 on the evening in question.

Reuben Geo. Trickey said thut
returning from his mate’s place ot

A

30 he saw & msa in Bydney street
bassed In gErey. ;
\ walter Dixon Russell, a brother
I nccused, said he met his sister-
" jaw shortly after 9 pm. in Byd-
y street. Sub-Inspector Deeley
.~ant znma time in a4 severe Ccross-
National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article76429057
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spent some time in n severe cross-
examination of this witness,

walter Sawyer, Cowper 8t., Foots-
eray, told how Russell and Alma
pavey had taken rooms at his
lace.

Florence  Allce Mitchell, of
Maldstone, an aunt of Alma Davey,
told how Russell had been at her
place on Junme 11th and left at 6.15
returning about 10.30. The left
arm of his cost was sodden,

Alma Davey (18) of Stark stroet,
caotscray, told how she met Rue-
\| and of events leading up to her

ghe and Russell had stayed together

sunday. On the Monday night she
had heard him saying in his sleep
vge's dumped them, she's dumped
Ghem.” Ruseell confessed Lo her
an the Tuesdsy that the children
drowned at Sunshine were his and
yhat they thought his wife was in
(e pool also,  Till that time she
had not known Russell had heen
married before, She sald “Well,
Harry. you must face it like & man,
and 1 will stick to you.  She
jdentified the blue coat found In
he pool o8 Russell's. After giving
ot evidence she had to be assisted
rom court,

Mury Jane Russell, mother of
wensed, gave evidence that Ivy
Jussell had often threatened to take
fior lite, but they had considered
he was only joking.

Harold James Russell, father of

cruseid, gave similar evidence.
L Senior Constable H. M. R. Mec-
wonald sald accused stated that the
last time he saw his wife alive was
at 4 pm. on Saturday. Accused
National Library of Australia

oing “married’’ to him at Fitzroy.

at Alma street on the Saturday and
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at 4 pom. on Saturday. Accused
‘made a statement, in which he sald
that his wife had threatened (o
commit sulcide., Subsequently at
the police office accused asked wit-
nes, “Have they got anything on
e ?"

Mheetive F. W, 8 Sickerdick
| itl.p,q4 16th June he Interviewed
accusod, who sald that he had last
seen his wife alive hetween 3.30
amt 4 p.m. on BSaturday. Russell
areused his wife of having carrled
on with some man. On 24th June
detectives again  interviewed Rus-
sell, They polnted out that screams
 lurl been heard coming from the
direction of the creek, and that at
1.30 p.m., accused had arrived at
Mrs. Mitchell's house with his
vinthes wet. Accused eventually
dreelared he had hought poison to
kill himself, but had changed his
ind,. He had met his wife later
fn the evening of 11th June, and
she said she was going to drown

 her, but she pushed past him with
the pram and the two children. Ac-
cused followed, as she walked to-
wirds the pond, Again accused
tried to dissuade her. He walked
¥uy for a few seconds, and when
e turned round his wife and the
children in the pram had disappear-
| ed.  Accused then rushed to the
| pool, and saw his wife and children
struggling in the water. He tried
to save them, but they were too far
out. He stripped and dived in three
times, but could not recover the
ppdies, He then visited Mrs.
fMitchell, and whilst on the Wway
fell Into a pool and saturated his
left arm. He was afraid to call
National Library of Australia
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 left arm. He was afraid to call
for help lest he be accused of hav-
| ing drowned his wife and children.
| Russell refused to give evidence,

The Coroner (Mr. D. Grant)
committed Russell for trial on 16th
August on a charge of murder in
| connection with the drowning of
| the three victims. Ball was re-
fused,

A lotter of sympathy Is to be
| sent from the Braybrook Council to
the family -of lae late Michael Foley
k" Ms tite (o the Casino
gl §1e was & ratepayer &t
Maribyrnong.
| A company of Girl Guides has
' been formed and the girls are mak-
ing good progress for their Tender-
. foot test, When this Is completed,
‘L it Is hoped to enrol more girls {rom

g e

11 to 16 years of age.

-
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~lury Disagrees in Sunshine
T

One of the most sensational
trials ever before Victorian Courts
and Iasting for five days, was con-
cluded last Friday night, when the
jury failing to agree, were dischar-
ged and a new trial ordered.
 Harold James Russell, (26), was

| charged with having murdered his
Mwife, Jessie l.etitia Russell (27),
and lis two children, Harold
George Russell (3 years), and Lric
Russell (18 months), at the Sun-
shine Swimming Pool on June 17.
The evidence was similar to that
given at the Coroner's court, with
an additional Crown witness, who
»S&Yc evidence of an alleged con-

3 fession made by Russell in the re-
" mand yard at the Metropolitan
gaol,

Mr. C. H. Book, crown prosecu-
tor, conducted the case and Dr.
Brennan was briefed for the de-
fence.

The jury after considering the
?ta*se for six hours, returned to say

that no agreement was possible,
and His Honor, Justice Wasley,
thanked and discharged them.
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