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GREAT SUNSHINE FIRE
Flour Mill Destroyed
Building to be Re-built
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(g:xuamm put up Iis most spec-
ta sep ~ensation to date, 1o the fire
L fuged Bl the Alblon Imﬂr mille
o AWedpesday night, Usually a fire
etropolis 18 s matter of min-
HieeTis e burued ﬁﬁmir for ut
e anpir Bulrs, und briskiy for most
i i wgbt The chiet fuctors that
(e tur tlis record blaze, were the
vupe of the building as a fire pro-
e ta viour wmill s usualy re-
oot e vy luflzmmabie, uwing to

Ltineshwere belng  impregnated
i s dust and much of the wmech-
L aui bnans gauze-like}, 8 hol summer
gk Wit @ strong  north-esst
i, w woter supply thut may be
Cpifen uown 88 @ Milus quantity.
i stuted as a foct that there
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i b 3
i o7 been n bigger binze In Aus-
atn. Cluw building was of iminense

et ioliag, cven for g dieur mm,, bes
cpariaed as the most exteosive and
4 tootdiete il o the Commonwesith,
Vieoelivalees were earried out princlp-

o ui leur toors, and a {fth atuc
Tror was abso ntilised,

Do hddl as, or was, situsted on a
astgniiat bluck of dnnd, the base fag-
v the Al raliway station —Indeed
G petir il was not divided from
i34 mulway  property awmd  the
pilway ldies vonnscted with the mili
aiding, L was a4 sulld structure ol
D with sprcially heavy main walls
v abnti et A Bridn or Uour shed
oullt of  gaivamlsed  fron,
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g ahaattig

woesieens budit of  paivamised  fren,
P biabling  eseaped,  exeept that
oo of the rool was prosen xn‘ by
Gooant ol otk wail of brick falling
Hpail .

it 1= necessary to convey Lo the
poooivr, who did not witness the scene,
pictures vl the spectacular
gatgre o tle blaze, magine a fﬁﬁ'
(i birazier Ufty teet high, and a
Initdred  feet square, all ablize—not
a dull, weavily-smoking fire, but a
i, red tiame, hicking the sky at
tie s witll great tougues of gorgeous
e tion, Multuipiy this great
fhuny  into about three
fooeks, anid youn wiid bave some con-
tiplion of the size of the hiam. AR
xntimmm Lur thns beautiful, gigantic

@oi, U siructure had no fewer
i i1 wiariows, which Io the past
G wiven thie ngll & picturesque ap-
brarauve wien it up with eleetrieivy
WL onight-tie, when in full work.

v prokress ol the tire wes not un
fapit ws might be expected, There
Bitlwared to be plenty of fuel to keep
‘Lat full gluw for u full bhour before
e back gnd uore extensive portiou
il biniding became ablaze, 1t wus
cebhuti @bout eghit o'clock that the
fe extended Lo this portion of the
tiichng, which was separated from
B libul o portiom  of  tire-proot
futks ui o every floor. Unfortunately
;;;’vm dtinire cuuld be seen to be upen,
Ulittwise the fire might not have
“Mvuded v Lhe rear of the building.

Urtisloually the crowd assembled
Reie thrilled with a failing wall or
;uui O+ gable end. These por-
“ous of the bullding came down
Dt e dull thud and flattened out
“helidiug e the way. 1be manner io
“dich the rouf of the iron store shed
“a: thus annibilated was ap eye-
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“&5 thus annibiiated wes an eye-
Ghclivr,
A U0erniug  the crowd that
ibed, 1L was quite on a par with
¥ Bleanlic nature of the conflagra-
tion,
Bubsliue added its full quota of
dElitseer-, who came per car, cycle,
“id boot; « large Footscvray conting-
“O cawme vin Byllarat und Supbury
"'44x, and about nine o'clock, sil the
szfiar' turs, apparently, that were
Kjiiibiﬁ;‘ were  gceguiidioned  god
Rn;; :ﬁ* r*w “eeu in & serried rank u
° UtEP on lhe Ballarut Roud. lt
Wuild be g tunservutive estimate to
’fif that 10,000 people visiied the
i&ﬁf»&!}&agt‘ ‘
m.iae uost Oulstanding feature was
i “hurtage of water. Had the
mm?*’i’mﬂw teu-lnch mauin reached
e CUE the Ballarat Road, the
, ;Z‘“"‘* Companies * would have

o U and its equipment cost
ﬁ the estimated loss is

Uoy.. About weventy regular hands
have lost their occupation.

The first alarm of fire was given
by & topman named John Bell, who,
with a mate, Jumes Temple, was
wnrkm on the top floor of the mill,
flour packing. Bell wus relleving
the regular packer, James Sheil, who
bad knocked off at 6.46 for crib.

Telling the story of the alarm, Bell
sald that about ten minutes after he
relleved Shiel he smelt smoke, He
sald to his mate; “By G-——, Jim,
the miil's afire.” He opened the fire-

proof door, and a gust of smoke shot

up from the wheat-cleaning plunt on
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B oMwin e WHYRL-CleRIULE plant on T
the floor below, technically known
A8 ““the smuts.” The flames spread
with amazing rapldity, and Bell and
Temple realised that to waste time *
making for the central staircase °
would probably cost their lives. For- "
tunately for thew, a wupiral chute 2
led from the top Hour o the rall-
way siding alongside the mill, and
down it the bags of four were shot
to the trucks below. It was not a
time lor niceties of comfort. Both
men jumped into the chute, and in
4 couple of seconds landed hreath-
less, but safe, on the piatform. Bell
at once gave the alarm, and rushed
to the office to call the local fire bri-
gade.  Preclous moments were lost
ralsing the Exchange; Dell says he
had to ring three times, and by the
time the Bubnshine f(ire station, 300
yards away, had been notified, the
whole bullding was well alight.

A contingent of weven men, and
lwo hand reels, dushed down Tal-
midge Btreet to the mill, but the
only water available was from a 4-in.
main, which ran te a dead end
twenty yards from the blaze. It was
tapped, but only a thin trickle of
water resulted. The lirst pump (o
arrive was from Footscray, and the
reservolr at 1I. V. McKay's harves-
ter works was tapped. This I8 a
sheet of water over half an acre In
extent, and 10 feet devp. Two power-
ful electric pumps kept a supply of
water from the reservoir into
McKay's service main, and, within
twenty minutes, 4 good pressure was
obtained. This water had to be
pumped a quarter of a mile, the hoses
golng under four sets ol rallway
lines. Hy that time the task of sav-
ing the mill was hopeless, and the
brigade concentrated on prevent-
ing x{pg spreading of the flames.
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lug the spreading of the fames.
Twenly minutes later a roof eol- |
lapsed, and a mighty shect of flame
shot upward. From that time inter-
esL centred in the saving of the wheat
stacks and fencing and adjuining re-
sldepees. Mr. Lee had four pumps
working on Mr. H. V. McKay's re-
servolr, and another [rom the water
main. When a lane had been cut
through the big wheat stack, danger
of a spread in that direction was
averted. A smaller stack, containing
about 20,000 bags, situated between
the larger stack and the railway sta-
tlon, suffered considerably [rom
wiler, but did not ignite.

After the fire had been burming
for pearly one hour and a half, a
sound was heard as if bricks were be-
ing dislodged. Suddenly, with a ter-
rific roar, portion of the roof col-
lupsed. Bhowers of sparks were sent
high into the sky, increasing the
glare and causing intense heat. With
the additional draught caused by the
absence of the roof, the fire seemed
to gain a fresh hold, and the roar of
the flames made conversation diffi-
cult at a distance of 25 yards from
the buliding. Apparently the weight
of the collapsed roof caused an ad-
ditional strain upon the wall on the
north-sastern side, and shortly after
the collapse of the roof the wall was
seen to buige. Orders were shouted
%o the sightseers, who had gathered
in the vicinity of the station, to
“stand clear,” and, with clouds of
dust and sparks, the upper puart ol
the wall near that part of the build-
ing in which the fire had originated,
collapsed. While hot bricks and
sheets of corrugated iron were flung
on to the ground, and also immedi-
ately apother portion of the wall col-
lapsed. When the inner portion of
the bullding was revealed. it was seen
National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74727790
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the bullding was revealed, it was seen
that the floors had collapsed In the
earlier part of the fire. Tangled
masses of the expensive machinery
could be seen hanging to the blasing
rafters, and, at intervals, parts of
the machines dropped to the ground
foor, where there was a tremendous
accumulation of burning debris.

A wall on the south-western face
of the bullding bulged dangerously,
nﬁ.&tmwmmmm 16

. AP -

N el Mo M el

the bricks and masonry would fall on
bad then become lgnited, but if cov-
ered with the fallen bricks there
would be mpo possibliity of saving
them, With that in view, Mr. Harrie
B. Lee, with the co-operation of the
mill manager (Mr. G. H. Davey) or-
ganlsed a .gang of volunteers to re-
mouve sufficient bags of wheat from
the larger of the two stacks, where
63,000 bugs were stored, to form a
“fire breuk.'' It was [cared that the
logs on which the bugs were placed,
when the stacks were bulit, had be-
come lgnited-—the large wheatstack
is only separated fromn the blazing
mill by a nurrow pathway—and that
the fire was creeping along under the
stacks, Firemen were directing
streams of water on to the stack, it
belng recogoised that any attempt to
suve Lhe mill was futile,

BEager to assist, youung men, many
ol whom were employed at the mill
on viarious shifts, nurried l(orward
% hen Lhe request was wade for volun-
teers.  Quickly the bags werv re.
moved, and an ellicicnt “break’’ was
treated. The dunger of many thou-
sunds of pounds worth of wheat being

destroyed was averted. Although the
fires reuchsd nartlan ol the ataplen.
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fire reuched portion ol the stacks,
und the contents of many bugs will
be ruined by wuater, the loss will be
only cumparatively small, {

Pruring the eurly stages of the lire I
Mr Gibsou, station susster, of dun- |
shiinr,  was at wurk  wiih suveral
uthers, principally burling s men, an
exXtricwling Lhw lusied and emply
tiucks which, woere on Lhe e
AU the mul plstform, nume beiug un-
loaded of wheat, sud some luading
Huur tor the s.s. Ascauius, Port Mel-
bourne to London,  ‘there were eleven
ub Jlic urdiuary Uscks, Whive bau Lo
be Lahen tn oy ol Lhivee over the
Al ol puints bekore  whiey cutlbi be
haud-shunted W apvtbor track win-
poranly vui ot dauger, wheuce they
wore sprcially 1emuved Ly epecal
shgine. AL urst Lthe Lremal carried
L huse agross Lthe line, whach would
hsve disivcawd the tran service, A
wuy vut ol thisditliculty wes socured
Ly the repawrers picking a hole un-
der between the sleepers, w let the
huse through beneall the rails,  Lhe
traany were not delsyed, aud  fuliy
VU passcugers catue by train tu view
the spectucle. ‘Lhe ruriway arvange-
ments fully wet the situstion. 'Lhe
dustructivs of the mill psuns « revenue
luss of £4U0U0 a mwnth w Sunshine
stativl, :

Ve mill 1s to be rebuiit unmediately
aud work wiil be found tor the mwen.
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