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The report of the commission mp-
poinhd to inquire into the mdiﬂm: of
the Malmsbury reservoir has engaged
the attention of the Government for
gome days past, and the net result seems
to be that the chief engineer for water
works, Mr. CurisroraxrsoN, together
with Mr, R. H. Buagarean, of
the Malmsbury reservoir, Mr. J.
Woons, assistant-engineer on the same
work, are to be deprived of their posts.
This seems to be a somewhat abrupt and
arbitrary exercise of power, but we can-
not say that it is an injustive—so far,
at all events, as Mr. CHRisTOPHERSON ia
concerned. For some years past this gen-
tlesoan has filled a post for which he was
not guulified either by talent or experi-
ence, und during his temure of office
some dreadful ing blunders have
been committed which it will cost the
country a great deal of money to re-
pair. The Btoney Creek dam, in the
Geelong water- mpply scheme, hay illus-
trated nearly every error which s
hydra eer can commit, while
the Coliban scheme has been marred by
very gross blunders for which Mr.
{'HRISTOPHER20X is mainly responsible.
ke atoonid s ‘sed fhe. publlc i
not and
therefore concur in the sentence of dis-
missal from his office that has been
virtually pronounced sgainst Mr. Caris-
TOFHERSON,
But his fate will nevertheless ex-
cite a good desl of commiseration, while

the fate of his colleagues will probably |

elicit some kind of public remon-
strance. Facts have proved that Mr.
CHRISTOPHERSON was never quali-
fied for the extremely important
office which he was appointed to fill,
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public service, They have in some re-
tﬁvm 8 better claim to resppointment

Mr, CHRISTOPHERSON, inasmuch as

I:l not known to have committed
any palpable blunders, and are more or
lcss abeolved, by the subordinate posi-
tions which they have held, from the
blame which attaches to the failure of
the great public works on which they
bave been on

To mu:uﬁ Mr. Uuma:'h?:unﬂuus
case, we entirely concur in pro
tion to displace him. Thnlnngm
of blunders which makes up the recent

of Victorian waterworks con-
struction proves him to be unfit for the
place Lo still necupies, and it has always
been a proof of weakness on his part
that be sought to maintain himself in
office by the favour of members of Par-
linment rather than by virtue of his pro.
fessivnal accomplishments or achieve-
ments, Dot this shoald not be laid too
heavily to bis . Rising to im-
poriance in the public service of the
country in a time when professional
skill and zeal were as nothing ss com-
pared with Parllementary influence, he
may be in some sort excused for relying
on the former rather than on the latter,
and it will be no more than a proper
vindication of the right principle of
ment if he now suffers some con-
siderable loss of emolument, ss he
alrendy hes of jirestige, through his
mistake in following o course which
nﬂ‘ht PME:!.E lead m fame and profit
not the most direct or the most
lmuuunhh road to either,

The most important question in con-
pexion with the ap hing revolution
in the Wate department is—
what next 1 Is Mr. Carstorngrsoxn's
place to be filled by some other engi-
neer who has a good many members on




but the public sense of justice his or is the Uovernmeut to
will be amply satisfied if some other m&mm‘,mmm g:
place is found for him which is within whethe ustralia, Ameriea, India,
the scope of his ability. The ecase of :I'Eu.mpnl depends on
his subordinates — Messrs, SuAksrEAR the way in wﬂnﬁnﬁh qnntiun
nnd Woops—is different. So far as swered. In view the lmmn |
is kmown, thny suffer through the l.mmntufmnmythnhinmlud in the
incapacity their superior, aud schemes now in progress |
it seems mmu!r fair that they in the ¥, it would be & gross mis-
should lose their posts and their take to hire a chesp engineer to fill Mr.
means of living through faults which Cumisrornxnsox's place, Indeed, it
are not their own, or only theirs to some ehould bé borne in mind, in considering
small extent. It is to be hoped that they this gentloman's case, that he
also will be otherwise provided for in the wis
public service. They have in somo re-
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corresponding with the work that &ﬂh";‘uzruﬁcﬁm'ﬁafm&m“.:E:.
devol upon him, mw‘u speotacle was perfect in its way, o . A mess
lhll:::ﬂnnhint. "A?auﬂlurmm Las made a deep impression on the hearts of

of Ezuu ladies t:mtﬁh{: is likely to iﬂgﬂpum

y in this life, Exocallency the Govearnaor,

spend should never have been expected | | vizconntess Canterbury, and all the viceragal

£600 or £700 o {nnily were present. The ball closed, as it

e begun, smid o scene of general enjoymont,

complain if so poorly remunerated an | | Mur columna elsewhere contain full parti
official did commit some terrible fiascos, vulars of the procdedinmgs.

mwmhﬂﬂlthitflﬂtﬂun his, The appearonce of the streets in the vicinity

pay

mmmwﬂm of the town-lall during the arrival of the
should : ghests for the faney ball was & sight not often
% hhﬂﬂr considered in adjudicat- witnessed in Melbourne. It is no exaggera-
I.w “h ; tion to esy that theusands upon thousaods of
n Ministers have now to consider praple thronged the streots, tompled out by the
counexion with the t novelty of the occasion. The night was
condition of the V .m ieautifully fine and mild, and the moon
works, is how thelr state can be best | | *bone brightly the whole time. Every spot
1 Our opinion Is that the one | | *hich could command a view of the ap-

- prosches to the hall was densely packed with
wanted is & competent hrmtlh: eager sightsoers, in many places the crowd

being 156 or 20 deep, The carrloges com.
all | | menced to arrive shortly before 8 o'clock, and

meana. let one imported | | us the ladics descended their appearance was

from wherever such a man is to be found. | | nurowly scanned, and marks of approval or

In the emergency in which we now find ' | disapprobation were frecly bandied about

ourselves, the of salary is abso. | smongst the crowd, acsording as their dresses
o of consideration,

If | found favour or not in the eyes of the specta.
a | The gentlemen also were objects of
com e mﬁﬂ;i:mﬁﬂn, and :;nli:t:hn“ of good-

l I I ‘ 11114 HELLer grce DPCEATkILICY by
:::h'mm to 1_: r tas scme of them foroed h'h;::r!l]’ up to lh:“l;l.l.l.
previousworks guaran The crawd was very nolsy, but appea to

of his ability—we will make a good bar- | enjoy the fun immensely. The srrangements
guin by two or three thousand | of the police for the maintenance of order
a-year for sorvices. The lesson to | vnd the preveudon of contusion were identi-

water- | ©8l with thoss of Tueeday night, and were
be lcarned from ﬂﬂw in cur fod out in a manner which reflects great
. eredit on the force. A strong body of con-
supply works is, that inferior engineer- stables—upwards of 65 in number—under the

in IHH.tI is hﬂﬂlﬂh’ dear at any command of Buperintendent Nicolson, ns-
FL, and we hﬂpl that in whatever ! pisted by Inspector Kabat, Bub-inspector Dob-
new mwh may be mads, conse- por, and Iater in the evening by lnspector
quent on Mr. CHRISTOPHERSON'E Pe- I'nlmer, wos in stlendance. Anextensivecor-
‘n]r ifoniwas formed ronnd the town-hall, and thuos

mi i this lesson will be laid to the bystanders were prevented from incons
S —— venicncing the guests us they arrived. Some

153 or 20 mouoted constables were also ki

The unwonted form and arrangement of sttendance, and did effective servios in re-
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extreme length of the report has thrust cur
shipping and commercial intelligemee over to
tho third page, where the column of special
pdvertisements in also to be found.

The mayor's fancy ball, towards which the
minds of a majority of our fellow-citizens
bave been tumed for many weeks, was the
event of lest night. Xt was & high festival,
indeed. Al day the corporstion flag floated
from Prinee Alifreds Tower (Lhe Prince so
pamed it and so It should be called), ns &
token of what was to coms, and the genecal
cxpeetation was well fulfilled, for the ball
rurpassed allprevions Ispoy balls, save that
the crowd was too great, and dancing was
earried on underdifficulties. Nevertheless, the
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AT [MEs 1T WAS WIiLL 08 WISt Qinomey
that the excited, swaying mas of homan
beings in Bwanston-atrect could be kept baok,
bmt, thanks to the firm bat courteous domean-
our of the police, order was preserved, Ba
yreat was the pressure that mors than one
woman fainted and had o becxtrioated from

| the crowd and pesisled away. About fo'ulosk

the carringe of His Excellency the UGovernor
drove op, amidst the deafoning choors of the
spactators. The Viceregal party was received
by the aldermen and conncillors of the eity,
aud Lady Centerbury was escorted o the
mayer's reception-room by the Honm, J. T.
Smith, and the Hon. Miss Manners Sutton
by Councillor Henty. They were there re
ceived by bis worship the mayor, wlo, after
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UY WUNICLUVE ACTy. AUy WO ioome e’
ceived by Lis worship the mayor, wlo, after
weleoming them, escorted His Fxoelluncy
and svite into the ballroom. As the evening
drew om, Lthe crowd, which ot one timo was
estimated st 10,000 persons, gradually dis-
jemsed, and, in consequence, the departare of
the guesls was monaged without confasion or
necidont,

The Hon. Mr. Bates, the Vice-President of
thv Bonrd of Land and Works, yesterday an-
nounced thot the successiol tenderer for ths
exlonsioms to the Melbourne wharfs, on the
uerth side, betwesn the (joeen’s Wharl and
Spenicerstreet dock, was Mr, A, Cooper, ths
swiount being £4,987 Ss, and the timber to
b nned to be redgum.

The umal weckly meeting of the managing
committee of the Demevolant Asylum was
held yesterday, Mr, Wisewould in the chair,
and s« Mcssrs, Marsden, Lancashire, Lynch,
Zox, Hinds, 0'Brien, Tankard, Phillips, and
Asbiley also presemt. The superintendent's
reprort stated that John Blake, Richard Dag-
null, and Thomas Barke had left during thoe
week of their own accord, the fare of the
last-vamed to Maldon being paid by the asy-
lum, The state of the house was—men, §72;
women, 161 : total, 533, Thoe medical officer
roporied the number undor treatmont to be—
Men, 207 : women, 100: tobal, 316, My,
(¥ Brien, as clisirman of a committee appointed
to prepare a festimonial to Mr. Marsden, in
recognition of his sevvices in connexlon with

Mr. Marsden, while thanlking
committee, paid & compliment to Mr. Tank-
ard and the other mhnn!nuuu{ﬂu|
and to the ladica who asisted at the bazar,
to whose united efforts be attributed the wae. |
cens of the undertakiug. '
The Nisi Prius Court sat for only  few ml. |
uutes yesterday, there being only two ands- |
lended cases to bo disposed of —-Commersial
Banit v, Hogan, and Commercial Bank v. Mor. |
pow, They were both on bills of exchange, |
and in each instance verdicts were given for |
the plaintiffs. '
A polnt of some importance, aa affecting
the powers of the County Court judge in his

diction from hearing & cause ; whils, on the
other bund, Mr. Bpenaley, on
P aintifl, argued that, nnder the 100th section
of the County Courl Act the judge of
court was invested, up to n cortain
with all the powors exercised by the Court of
Equily above, Judge Poblman, after
conslderntion, sald it was unnecessary to de-
cide the point, as it was quite clear, the action
in the higher court being brought for £300, that
be had no jurisdiction to that extent, but he
very much doubled whether It waa the inten.
tion of the act (0 enablo him to interfers with
sn action brought before the Sapreme Court
st nll. The bill was altimately dlsnissed with
posta.

In the County Court
were granted to the -nl-':-'"mwm

|

zoods of Willinm Boek, late of Fitzroy,
Richard J, P'. Sallivan was charged at the
City Couri pesterday with asaclting a boot-
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went into the house and ssked Ballivan what
Le warted in the house, Sullivan jumped up, |
and after making them what that had ta do |
with them, acted on s recommendation to
walk out quietly,. When he got outside, bow-
ever, he made uvse of the moat disgracetul
'angunge townrds the lads, and behaved in

would " knock the (expletive) hoad off that



nevmld wed b fndnaetbon dvnin tha dnd !
National Library of Australia

judjective) mmob," referring Lo the apprentios
who bad advised him to leave quictly. Doring
the distorbapee Mr. Fergnson, who had
bien away on bosiness, armrived, and on
asking ""What's the row about ™' was answored
by Bullivan, who came up and repeated his
uheervation about the shoemaker's (ad jective)
head, which he intended to knock off. Fer®
guscen told Lim to go away, but Sullivan tcied
to get Into the shop, and though Ferguson
pusbhed him away al ench nttempt, he per
sisted in trying Lo get into the boot shop. At
lust be threstencd to strike Ferguson if he
poshed him from the door again, and Fergu
«om did posh, and received a blow in the
breast from Bullivan, A fight then enaued,

I mhink haik sscclacd Rlaeme kaid DaTiiooa
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uresst from Bullivan, A fight then enaued,
in which both recelved blows, bat Sullivan
suffered most, and was on the groond under
Fergusom, when s cabman pulled the latter
off. A polleeman bad been sent for,
and having amved took Bullivam to
ihe watchbouse, after & struggle to get him
into the cab. Mr. Turoer, for the defencs,
stated that & letter had been written to the
prisoner nsking him to call at No, 1 Bazaar-
place, which was Allen's house, and that it
reemed to be & trap to get him into & good
tbhrashing. Mr. Turner did wnot, however,
produce the lelter, thongh be ostentatiously
placed on the table in fromt of him several
scrops of notepaper, which had npparenty
been writton upon st some remote date, torn
up, thrown in the fireplace, and aftarwards
colleeted and ' restored.” The Bench said that
it was a most disgraceful thing that respect-
able people could not keep possession of their
premizes in peace and quietness without
jersons such as the prisomer committing
aesaults upon them, He would be fined 40s.,
witli 40, costa ; or, in defanlt, 14 days' impri-
sonment.  After & delay of about an hoar the
money was procared and the ine paid.

Abrubam Lyons, & tobaoconist in Elizaboth.
street, was summoned to the District Couri
yesterday on a charge of trading on Sunday,
the 3lst wlt A witness named Bilk, who, it
was staled, had bought some tobaceo on that
donte, wos subponsesd by the police to give
vvidence ; bot on getting into the box he ob
jucted to going on unless his exponses weors
jndd. Aw the police would not undertake to
suarantee the paymont of the man's o xponses
I refused to give evidenoe, and the Bunch
dismissed the case,

A respeciable-looking man, said to be an
uvx-publican, named John Wilkon, waa ob-
sirved in Bouike-street on Wednesday in a
state af intoxicstion shrowing orange peel
ubout the ppvement. When requested to de-
sist he became abusive, and was locked up for
insulting bebaviour, On being searched, the
sum of £95 was found npon him, Yesterday
he was taken before the City magistrates. who
informed him that when he went out drunk
it would be quite sufliclent for him éo carry
Ju, to pay the ine with. He was fined 5a,

To-morrow is the closing day for the mall

Sultwater Hiver held on lease from Bright
Brothers and Co., whereon the buildings wers
being avected ; and the prics given—namely,
£1, 500—might be considered favourable to |
b comypany, the silnation being partioularly :
snitable for economising labour and carringe,
The contractors expected to lhaond over the
new works during the month of August, and
the manager would then be enabled to com.
mence proserving oparations with the most
spproved applisnces, on 8 scale calcalated to
uge ap from 3,000 to 4,000 shesp & week, whils
the works were so nrranged as to be capable
of conaiderable oxtonsion, for a moderate ong
Iny, nt any futare period. The remainder of
the shares wonld be offered for sale after the
wark of preserving had commenced. The re.
port and the balance-sheot, which was also
submitted, wore adopted, which conoluded
ilic businésa of the mesting.

The Dandenong, which sailed yesterday for
Sydney, conveyed 60 packoges for the Inter
colonial Exhibition, The exhibitn included
specimens of nuriferous quartz from Messra,
Latham snd Watson ; piancs of losal mann-
facture from Mesars. Wilkie, Kiloer, and Co,
n interesting minemalogical collection from
Professor Abel, of Ballarat; stained glass
from Messte. Fergnsson, Urde, and Lyon ; and
i Inrge quantity of agricultural (mplements,
bevr, apirits, oatmeal, and biscoits, The
Victorian commissloncrs intend to maka
thedr lust shipment by the Ciiy of Adelaide,
s ibey bhave already excooded the tim:
dlowed them by the Syduey nuthoritics.

A correspondent suggests that on Baturday
the employers of Melbourno shoald closs their
ilnoes at 6 o'clock, to enable thelr employda
who may be invited to attend the concert at
the Town-hall in the evening.

James Cassell, aged 24, living in Latrobe.




to bo despatched to England by the B, and
(. Company's steamer Malta Our wsual
-ummary of the month's newy will be con-
infned in our to-morrow's i=sne,

The first general meeting of the Anstralian
Meat-preserving Company was held on Thars-
day, st Bank-chambers, Mr. C. Croaker
chairman of the company, presiding. The
report stated that the directors had decided
gpon an oxtension of the meat-preserving
works handed over by Mr. Hayes. They had
accordingly called for tenders and entered
into contracta for additional buildings aud
plant to the wvalue of about £5000. They
heve purchased the nine acres of land o the
Sultwater River held on leass from Brigh

L B . W o —_— e e e - B PR
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“Htabat Mater” in the conouri on Batnrday
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drowned in the Saltwater Hiver on Sstarday

Charles Read and John Sw

document. The prisoner pleaded " Gailty” to
all the charges, and was sentemced to two
years’ hard labour on the first count, and one
year each on the socond and third. Margaret
Curnow, s married woman, was charged with
the thelt of £20 from the Bloe Fosts Hotel
Mr, Martyr defended the prisoner, who was
found * Guilty,"” snd sentanced to six months’
hard labour. James Cruikshank sud Johun
Cruiksbank, father and son, were charged,
one with stealing s quantity of borse feed,
the property of Mr, Geo, Russull, of Shelford,
in whose employ be was a c¢oachman, aod
the father, an old man of 80, with rocviving
the same, The charge was not sustained, and
the prisoners, who were defended by Mr
Molesworth, were discharged. Daniel Riedy
plended " Guilty” to & charge of stealing from
u dwelling at Btony Creck, sund received o
sentenoe of six months’ hard labour, Bevers
Lebel, & Fremeh seaman, aiso  pleaded
Y Guilty” te baving stolen £i5 and a
ship's discharge from a shipmate while they
were on the spree together, and waa sen-
renced to mine montbs' imprisonment, with
hiard labour. George Cunvingham pleaded
“fofitn® o a chaes of having stolen o

'é

when the Indder on which he was standing
slipped from onder bim, and one of the hooks
eatching in the inside of the arm, above the
vlbow, held him suspended in this painful
iositton, He wis st once removed to the
hospital,




whese they were at work, and wid sentenoced
to six months’ bard labour. Huodelph
Hyniker, s vigneton at Batesford, was ar-
ruigied an the charge of steallng & cow, the
property of David Rogers.  The prisoner was
defended by Mr, Molesworth, snd, after o
sbort deliberution by the jury, n verdict of
"Not guilty” was returned, and the prisoner
was discharged.

An accldent of u mther peculinr charncter
occurred on Thursday, to aman in the employ
of Mr. Webster, buoteher, in Geelong. It
appears e was in the act of hanging a sheep
on to one of the hooks at the top of the shop,
when the ladder on which be Wi standing
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